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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 5580 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 5580. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BLUM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on additional motions to suspend 
the rules on which a recorded vote or 
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote incurs objection under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later. 

TULE RIVER INDIAN RESERVA-
TION LAND TRUST, HEALTH, 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ACT 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4685) to take cer-
tain Federal lands located in Tulare 
County, California, into trust for the 
benefit of the Tule River Indian Tribe, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4685 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tule River 
Indian Reservation Land Trust, Health, and 
Economic Development Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LANDS TO BE TAKEN INTO TRUST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
valid, existing rights, and management 
agreements related to easements and rights- 
of-way, all right, title, and interest (includ-
ing improvements and appurtenances) of the 
United States in and to the approximately 34 
acres of Federal lands generally depicted on 
the map titled ‘‘Proposed Lands to be Held in 
Trust for the Tule River Tribe’’ and dated 
May 14, 2015, are hereby held in trust by the 
United States for the benefit of the Tule 
River Indian Tribe. 

(b) EASEMENTS AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—For 
the purposes of subsection (a), valid, existing 
rights include any easement or right-of-way 
for which an application is pending with the 
Bureau of Land Management on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. If such applica-
tion is denied upon final action, the valid, 
existing right related to the application 
shall cease to exist. 

(c) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be on file and 
available for public inspection at the office 
of the California State Director, Bureau of 
Land Management. 

(d) CONVERSION OF VALID, EXISTING 
RIGHTS.— 

(1) CONTINUITY OF USE.—Any person claim-
ing in good faith to have valid, existing 
rights to lands taken into trust by this Act 
may continue to exercise such rights to the 
same extent that the rights were exercised 
before the date of the enactment of this Act 
until the Secretary makes a determination 
on an application submitted under paragraph 
(2)(B) or the application is deemed to be 
granted under paragraph (3). 

(2) NOTICE AND APPLICATION.—Consistent 
with sections 2800 through 2880 of title 43, 
Code of Federal Regulations, as soon as prac-
ticable after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
notify any person that claims to have valid, 
existing rights, such as a management agree-
ment, easement, or other right-of-way, to 
lands taken into trust under subsection (a) 
that— 

(A) such lands have been taken into trust; 
and 

(B) the person claiming the valid, existing 
rights has 60 days to submit an application 
to the Secretary requesting that the valid, 
existing rights be converted to a long-term 
easement or other right-of-way. 

(3) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary of the 
Interior shall grant or deny an application 
submitted under paragraph (2)(B) not later 
than 180 days after the application is sub-
mitted. Such a determination shall be con-
sidered a final action. If the Secretary does 
not make a determination within 180 days 
after the application is submitted, the appli-
cation shall be deemed to be granted. 
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(e) RESTRICTION ON GAMING.—Lands taken 

into trust pursuant to subsection (a) shall 
not be considered to have been taken into 
trust for, and shall not be eligible for, class 
II gaming or class III gaming (as those terms 
are defined in section 4 of the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2703)). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JODY B. HICE) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield such time as he may 
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCCARTHY), the majority 
leader. 

b 1945 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, the Tule River Indian 
Tribe are constituents of mine, and I 
believe that they have a right to self- 
governance and local control. 

This bill is about putting some un-
used Federal land in trust for the tribe. 
More fundamentally, this is about giv-
ing the people who actually live in a 
place more control over that land. 

This is a good, practical rule of 
thumb when it comes to governance. 
People at the local level govern them-
selves best. That is definitely the case 
when it comes to Native American 
tribes. My principle is that Indian 
tribes will use their land better than a 
distant Federal Government, and we 
should let them. 

Today’s legislation transfers a rel-
atively small piece of land, only about 
34 acres, but it will allow the Tule 
River Tribe to unify their property, 
giving them the freedom to live as they 
choose. And that freedom has more 
value than any amount of acreage. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the members of the 
Tule River Tribe are descendants of the 
original inhabitants of the San Joaquin 
Valley that occupied the territory 
along the rivers and creeks flowing 
from the Sierra Nevada Mountains and 
Tulare Lake in south-central Cali-
fornia. 

Like many other tribes in California 
and around the country, the Tule River 
people have suffered many injustices 
and inequities over the years, including 
forced removal and relocation of the 
tribe to the roughly 54,000-acre reserva-
tion which they have resided in for 140 
years. 

H.R. 4685, and Mr. MCCARTHY, will 
add to that existing land base by deem-

ing that approximately 34 acres of Bu-
reau of Land Management land be held 
in trust for the tribe. It is a small 
amount of acreage in the bigger pic-
ture. This land is situated between the 
tribal fee land and the reservation 
land, near the only entrance to the res-
ervation, and it is entirely cut off from 
Federal lands in the vicinity. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a very small 
amount of land, as I said, but as the 
vice chairman of the tribe stated in 
testimony before the committee, 
‘‘every acre of land is important’’ to 
the Tule River people. 

I want to commend the sponsor of 
the bill, Majority Leader Mr. MCCAR-
THY, for bringing this legislation to the 
floor. It passed by unanimous consent. 
I urge its quick adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I would just like to commend 
my colleague, Majority Leader KEVIN 
MCCARTHY, for his work on this impor-
tant piece of legislation, and I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4685. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JODY 
B. HICE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4685. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
FOUNDATION ACT 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 3844) to establish 
the Energy and Minerals Reclamation 
Foundation to encourage, obtain, and 
use gifts, devises, and bequests for 
projects to reclaim abandoned mine 
lands and orphan oil and gas well sites, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3844 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Bureau of 
Land Management Foundation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’’ means the 

Board of Directors of the Foundation. 
(2) BLM.—The term ‘‘BLM’’ means the Bu-

reau of Land Management. 
(3) CHAIRMAN.—The term ‘‘Chairman’’ 

means the Chairman of the Board. 
(4) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 

an individual member of the Board. 
(5) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’ 

means the Bureau of Land Management 
Foundation established by this Act. 

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(7) NATIONAL CONSERVATION LANDS.—The 
term ‘‘National Conservation Lands’’ means 

the system of lands established by section 
2002 of the Omnibus Public Lands Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 7202). 

(8) WILD FREE-ROAMING HORSES AND BUR-
ROS.—The term ‘‘wild free-roaming horses 
and burros’’ has the same meaning that term 
has under section 2(b) of the Wild Free- 
Roaming Horses And Burros Act Of 1971 (16 
U.S.C. 1332(b)). 

(9) ORPHANED OIL AND GAS WELL SITES.—The 
term ‘‘orphaned oil and gas well sites’’ 
means all onshore oil and gas wells in the 
United States that have no responsible or 
liable parties and that— 

(A) are located on federally managed lands; 
(B) are located on lands or minerals that 

were federally managed at the time oil and 
gas operations were initiated; or 

(C) adversely impact the health or produc-
tivity of Federal lands. 

(10) ABANDONED MINE LANDS.—The term 
‘‘abandoned mine lands’’ means all hard rock 
mines in the United States that were aban-
doned before January 1, 1981, and all coal 
mines in the United States that were aban-
doned before August 3, 1977, and that— 

(A) are located on federally managed lands; 
(B) are located on lands or minerals that 

were federally managed at the time mining 
operations were initiated; or 

(C) adversely impact the health or produc-
tivity of Federal lands. 
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSES OF THE 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
FOUNDATION. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
the Bureau of Land Management Foundation 
as a charitable and nonprofit corporation 
that shall not be considered an agency or es-
tablishment of the United States. 

(b) PURPOSES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The purposes of the Foun-

dation are to— 
(A) encourage, accept, obtain, administer, 

and use private gifts of money, devises, and 
bequests of real and personal property for 
the benefit of, or in connection with, the ac-
tivities and services of the BLM described in 
subparagraph (B); 

(B) undertake, conduct, and encourage pro-
grams and activities that support— 

(i) educational, technical, scientific, and 
other assistance or activities that support 
the management of BLM lands in regard to— 

(I) wild free-roaming horses and burros; 
(II) fish and wildlife and their habitats; 
(III) National Conservation Lands; 
(IV) recreation resources; and 
(V) cultural and historic resources; and 
(ii) activities that support the reclamation 

and remediation of— 
(I) abandoned mine lands; 
(II) orphaned oil and gas well sites; or 
(III) public lands impacted by development 

connected to mineral exploration and devel-
opment activities. 

(2) INCLUDED RECLAMATION ACTIVITIES.— 
Reclamation activities under paragraph 
(1)(B) should include, but not be limited to, 
the remediation of soil and water contamina-
tion, the restoration of wildlife habitat in 
order to restore the natural, scenic, historic, 
cultural, and ecological values of such areas, 
or the promotion of the economic potential 
of such areas. 

(c) ACTIVITIES OF THE FOUNDATION AND THE 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT.—The activi-
ties of the Foundation authorized under this 
Act shall be supplemental to and shall not 
preempt any authority or responsibility of 
the BLM under any other provision of law. 

(d) RANGE OF FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES.—The 
activities and grants made by the Founda-
tion under subsection (b)(1)(B) that are not 
subject to limitations under section 5(d)(4) 
shall be undertaken in equal proportion 
under clauses (i) and (ii) of subsection 
(b)(1)(B). 
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